


87/2026
PRESTON ST MARY PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of Parish Council meeting held on 18th August 2026 meeting commenced at 7.30
Present:  Chair Peter Korwin Vice Chair Sara Whymark,  Cllr Humphreys, Cllr Diable , Cllr Whitbread,  The Parish Clerk and 5 members of the public
1. Apologies:
i. Apologies from Cllr Tasker 
2. To receive Members’ Declarations of Interest:
i. Disclosures of pecuniary and non-pecuniary interest for the agenda under discussion – none;
ii. Declaration of gifts of hospitality – none;
iii. Requests for dispensation for pecuniary interest – not applicable.
3. Minutes of meetings                                       
Minutes of meeting held on 22nd July 2026updated to include details from Cllr Humphreys then agreed and signed by chair 
4. Public Forum  Time was given to the owners of Shelford House to show the council their plans to renovate and extend the house and the outbuilding previously known as the Village Hall. Council all agreed to support the plans, clerk to update this on planning. 3 members of left the meeting at 8.10
5. Clerks report
Clerk showed details of an alternative company for the Village signs, it was voted 4-1 that the original signs would look better. Clerk is to order the signs asap.
Clerk confirmed payment would be made to renew the insurance with Zurich
Clerk proposed that a lockable mailbox should be placed (with the village hall committee’s agreement) on the wall of the village hall, this would mean regardless of who the clerk is the address will always be the same. Clerk to approach committee.
6.   Cllr reports  Chair proposed that Jillian Korwin had agreed in principle to take over the role of Parish Clerk, council voted unanimously that this would be agreeable.  Cllr Humphreys pointed out that this appointment would mean he can no longer audit the bimonthly accounts, as Jill is on the committee for the Neighbourhood Plan.                                                                                                                      Cllr Whitbread brought up the subject of the renovation of the Telephone/Library box, he had noticed the Cockfield had recently had theirs renovated to hold defib units, Council agreed that clerk should find details of who they used.  
Cllr Humphreys gave an update on the Neighbourhood plan.
7. Planning The old School House has asked for permission to remove a tree; the tree is protected by a TPO but in the light of the fact the roots of the tree have been impacted by a recent oil leak at the property the council feel the tree should be allowed to be removed

  Meeting closed at 8.50				Date of next meeting 23rd September 2026



Signed……………………………………………….		Dated…………………………………………………..
