


85/2026
PRESTON ST MARY PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of Extra Parish Council meeting held 01stApril 2026 meeting commenced at 6.00
Present:  Chair Peter Korwin Vice Chair Sara Whymark,  Cllr Humphreys,  Cllr Tasker, Cllr Whitbread,  District Cllr Deborah Saw and Head of planning for Babergh Council Philip Isbelllr Lindsay .  The Parish clerk Kay Shorter. 10 members of the public present
1. Apologies:
i. No Apologies for this meeting
2. To receive Members’ Declarations of Interest:
i. Disclosures of pecuniary and non-pecuniary interest for the agenda under discussion – none;
ii. Declaration of gifts of hospitality – none;
iii. Requests for dispensation for pecuniary interest – not applicable.
3. Minutes of meetings                                       
Minutes of meetings held on 18th March 2026 signed by Chair 
4. Main meeting
Chair started the meeting by asking Mr Isbell why Murray Hall occupants had been allowed to continue with work despite so many breaches of conditions. Mr Isbell explained that there were no laws to follow up on the compliance.
Chair asked for an assurance that if I the future a request is made for change to an equestrian only use this would be refused as there would be no need for workers accommodation for such, planning has been granted on the condition the property will be used for foaling. Mr Isbell confirmed that no assurance could be given in this matter, as the structure of local government will have been changed within the next 3 years.
It was raised that the property that has been placed on the land bears no resemblance to the size or orientation of the building that was approved, Mr Isbell said that as this is considered a caravan it does not have to be the same. Cllr Humphreys asked if there had been an independent financial consultant involved to confirm the viability of this project, Mr Isbell said there is no one in the planning department who holds this role. Cllr Korwin asked why all opposition from both the Parish Council and residents has been ignored.  He also asked if there was a schedule of works to show the order in which works are carried out. Keith Davis said surely there should be a duty of care to the applicants to prevent them getting deeper into debt on a project that really shows no chance of being a viable business, Mr Isbell says there is no such liability from the planning. Mr Davis also said that the whole village feels that the developers show little regard to the approved plans and will probably have the same disregard to the requirements made. Cllr Saw asked for clarification of the lighting situation as PSM is a dark village. Mrs Barbrook asked if there is anything the villagers can do to prevent a change of use in the future, Erin Barbrook asked that if they prove a viable business is operated, is there a threshold financially to prove the income  from foaling is creating a need for accommodation on site, the answer to all of these questions was that there will be no Babergh Council in 3 years so no way of knowing what will happen.  
7.22 pm Cllr Whitbread left the meeting.                                                                                                                                           We asked Mr Isabel if there is a time limit as to when they have to be foaling mares after occupying the workers accommodation, he confirmed there is not. He also confirmed that if they applied for a more permanent dwelling in 3 years time, current protocol would see their accounts being scrutinised by financial experts (I.e. not planning)

Mr Barbrook thanked Mr Isbell for meeting with Preston St Mary with regards to this matter. 

Meeting closed at 7.45  			


Signed……………………………………………….		Dated…………………………………………………..
